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What exposures have been 
associated with Parkinson’s disease? 

 

Exposure to herbicides such as Agent Orange 
have been associated with an increased risk of 
Parkinson’s disease and Parkinsonism. 

Exposure to certain other chemicals, such as the 
solvents that contaminated water at Camp 
Lejeune in the past have been associated with an 
increased risk of Parkinson’s disease. 

Traumatic brain injury: A 2009 report, Gulf 
War and Health, Volume 7, found a positive 
association between moderate or severe traumatic 
brain injury (TBI) and parkinsonism. 

Who may be eligible to receive 
benefits for Parkinson’s disease? 

 

Parkinson’s Disease and Vietnam Service:  In 
2010, the VA added Parkinson’s disease to the 
list of 14 conditions presumed to be service 
connected for Veterans with military exposure to 
Agent Orange and other herbicides in Vietnam 
and other areas. In 2021, Parkinsonism was 
added to the list of presumptive service 
connected conditions associated with Agent 
Orange. 
 

Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veteran Act 
As of January 1, 2020, a new law allows Blue 
Water Navy Veterans to apply for Agent Orange 
exposure claims. Blue Water Navy Veterans 
served offshore on a Blue Water Navy vessel or 
another U.S. Navy or Coast Guard vessel off the 
Republic of Vietnam between January 9, 1962 
and May 7, 1975. 
 

Korean Demilitarized Zone 
Veterans who served in or near the Korean 
Demilitarized Zone between September 1, 1967 
and August 31, 1971 are presumed to have been 
exposed to herbicides.  
 
 

Who is eligible to receive benefits 
for Parkinson’s disease? 

(continued) 
 

Thailand Military Bases 
The VA considers, on a case-by-case basis, 
disability benefits claims based on exposure to 
herbicides on a U.S. military base in Thailand 
or Royal Thai Air Force base between January 
9, 1962, and May 7, 1975. 
 
C-123 Aircraft:  The VA has expanded 
disability benefits to Air Force and Air Force 
reserve personnel who, between 1969 and 1986, 
regularly operated, maintained, or served 
onboard the same C-123 aircraft that were used 
to spray herbicides during the Vietnam era.  
 
Herbicide Tests and Storage Outside 
Vietnam 
Agent Orange and other herbicides used in 
Vietnam were tested or stored elsewhere, 
including military installations in the United 
States and in countries outside the United 
States. 
 
Camp Lejeune:  Parkinson’s disease has been 
added to the list of conditions with a 
presumption of service connection to service 
personnel at Camp Lejeune for no less than 30 
days between Aug. 1, 1953 and Dec. 31, 1987. 
 
Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI):  Veterans with 
Parkinson’s disease diagnosed with TBI may be 
eligible for additional disability benefits. In 
December 2013, the VA released final 
regulation recognizing Parkinson’s disease and 
Parkinsonism as a secondary condition to 
service-connected moderate or severe 
Traumatic Brain Injury. 
 

 
 

If I was exposed to Agent Orange 
and have Parkinson’s Disease or 

Parkinsonism, what benefits can I 
receive? 

Veterans exposed to Agent Orange during 
military service may be eligible for: 
 

- Agent Orange Registry health exam 
- Health care benefits 
- Disability compensation 

 

What if I believe my Parkinson’s 
disease is related to my military 
service, but I am not included in 
any of the service presumption 

categories? 
Veterans who do not qualify for presumed 
service connection may still submit a claim if 
they have Parkinson’s disease or Parkinsonism 
and a potential exposure during military service.  

Service connection can be granted if the 
Veteran is able to show a medical connection 
between the health condition and military 
service.  Claims are reviewed on a case by case 
basis. 

Where can I find more 
information/apply? 

Agent Orange Helpline:  

1-800-749-8387 extension 4 
 

Online: 
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous
-materials-exposure/agent-orange/   
 

Publications & Reports on Agent Orange 
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentoran
ge/publications/index.asp 
 

Agent Orange Newsletter - Summer 2016 
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/publicatio
ns/agent-orange/agent-orange-summer-
2016/index.asp 
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	Additional motor features in PD.
	Flexed posture: the posture of one’s neck and trunk flexes forward when standing or sitting.




